7 November 2017

Dear Parents and students
This letter outlines important information relating to the elective subject Outdoor Education (OED) and its relationship
with the Duke of Edinburgh’s Award (DEA).
OE is an elective subject, which draws upon Adventure Based Experiential Learning – key aspects delivered through
the Duke of Edinburgh Award and the VET Certificate II Outdoor Recreation course (70 – hour industry work
placement required), which will be used to assist in the delivery of various components of the elective course. It is for
this reason any student wishing to study OE must be enrolled in the DEA at TRAC.
DEA is a youth self-development program for all young people aged between 14 and 25. The Award is non-competitive
and encourages young people to set and achieve goals at a level appropriate to their needs. There are four sections that
must be completed by students to qualify for an Award: Community Service, Skills, Recreation, and Expedition. These
provide an opportunity for students to acquire and develop skills, initiative and self esteem which will assist them to
become more confident members of the community. The award is also highly regarded by many employers and
universities globally.
The scheme has three Award levels – Bronze, Silver and Gold. Students enrolled in OED will complete the Bronze
Award in Year 9 and the Silver Award in Year 10. Prior to starting year 11 students may continue on to the Gold
Award. To commence the award students must complete the following sections:
1.

Service: 15 hours of voluntary Community Service spread over 3 months. Although the specific benefits
depend on the choice of activity, the Service section should provide a variety of opportunities to allow students
to increase self-esteem, accept responsibility, and make a personal contribution in the community.

2.

Skills: Over a 3-month period, students pursue activities within a wide range of practical, cultural and social
environments. The Skills section offers students a wide choice to cater for their personal preferences, abilities
and the opportunities available. The skill may be an existing interest or something entirely new.

3.

Exploration/Expedition: This encourages a spirit of adventure and discovery by giving students an opportunity
to prepare for and carry out an adventurous journey as part of a team. Locations and dates for Explorations and
Expeditions will vary throughout the year, and when appropriate (climate/season) facilitated during Activities
week. In recent years the cost of each journey ranges from $75.00 - $290.00. In some cases, students fundraise
together to subsidize the cost. It is important that students have access to equipment for these trips. Basic
lightweight equipment required for a journey would be: hiking bag, tent, sleeping bag and mat. Full equipment
lists will become available on enrolment various options are available for accessing equipment with prices
available from the uniform shop and school website.

4.

Physical Recreation: The requirement expects participation in one physical activity for a minimum of 20 hours
over at least 8 weeks resulting in some improvement in that activity. The Physical Recreation section should
provide opportunities for participants to enjoy keeping fit by choosing an activity which is in itself enjoyable,
and which leads to the establishment of a lasting, active lifestyle. This should raise self-esteem and extend
personal goals by involvement and sustained interest.

The non-refundable enrolment cost of the program is a payment of $200.00. This pays DEA fees, Outdoor Education
shirt and cap with embroidery of level (Bronze/Silver Star) that the student is working towards.
Yours faithfully
Alex Sarantakos
Director of Outdoor Education
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Students name:__________________________________________
Medicare Number: _______________________________________
Parent or Caregiver contact details:
Name…………………………………………………………...………………………………………
Address:..………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Home Phone: ………………………. Work: ……………… …..…Mobile:…………………………
Emergency contact details (nominated by the parent or caregiver as alternate contact)
1. Name: …………………………………………………………… Phone: …………………...
2. Name: …………………………………………………………… Phone: …………………...
Family doctor contact details:
Name:…………………………………………………………………………………………………..
Address:………………………………………………………………………………………………..
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Phone:………………………………………………………………………………………………….
Health/ fitness aspects of the child that may require special attention, including existing medical
conditions, illnesses or allergies. Outline the treatment for each.
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Are any medication(s) to be administered during the expeditions. Include name of medication,
instructions for administration, time of administration, and any possible reactions.
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Outline special dietary needs including possible reaction to inappropriate diet.
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
…………………………………………………………………………………………………………
Furthermore I authorize any officer, member or servant of the Duke of Edinburgh’s award, in the
event of any accident or illness to obtain such urgent medical assistance or treatment for my
son/daughter, including the administration of any anaesthetic or blood transfusion as he or she may
consider expedient, and for this purpose to engage any first aiders, ambulance officers, doctors,
dentists, nursing assistance or hospital accommodation and hospital fees (other than fees and
expenses recoverable by the Duke of Edinburgh Award under any policy of insurance.)
Signed: ……………………………………………………………….. Date: ……………………..
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PARENT UNDERSTANDING
Dear Parents,
1.

I agree to my child participating in the outdoor experiential learning activities while enrolled in the
Outdoor Education subject.

2.

I agree to indemnify The Riverina Anglican College and its officers and servants for any accident or
illness, which may befall or occur to them during their participation in any activity or function
connected with expedition.

3.

I understand that by electing to study Outdoor Education will involve my son/daughter's participating
in activities of hazardous nature, though school staff and external providers will take reasonable care
to minimise risks to your child. I will contact the school and seek clarification at times when
activities of hazardous nature are of a concern to me.

4.

Throughout the course I agree to equip my child with any medication they may require and ensure
that accompanying teachers are aware of any medical condition that your child may have. I
understand that teachers will store and administer this whilst away on trips.

5.

I agree to ensure that my son/daughter has packed ALL items detailed in equipment lists and any
mobile phone and iPod will be kept at home.

Signature _____________________________
(Parent/Guardian)

Date ______/______/______

STUDENT UNDERTAKING
Dear Student,
1.

I request permission to participate in outdoor experiential learning activities related to Outdoor
Education.

2.

I understand that while away on trips, I will be deemed to be under the College's jurisdiction and its
rules.

3.

Under no circumstances will I consume any form of alcohol, nor will I administer or consume any
drug not authorised by a registered medical practitioner.

4.

I will extend every courtesy and consideration to the College's teachers, trainers, and to fellow
students.

6.

I understand that it is my responsibility to ensure that all items listed in equipment lists are securely
packed into my hiking bag including a selection of nutritious food and any electronic devices will
remain at home during this trip.

7.

I understand that I may not be eligible to join this trip if pre-requisites and all requirements listed
above are not met/submitted by the due dates.

Student's Signature ___________________________

Date ______/______/______
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PAYMENT SLIP
DUE: 30 November 2017
Return this to: The College Office
I hereby give permission for my child ………….………………………..of Year ….. to enrol in
the 2018 Outdoor Education subject and Duke of Edinburgh Award.
I have enclosed my non-refundable deposit of $200.00. This fee will cover the Bronze registration for the
Duke of Edinburgh Award and the embroidered OED Shirt and bucket hat:

I have enclosed $200.00:
Cash
Cheque
Website Payment
Bank Transfer to The Riverina Anglican College:
BSB 032 769 Account 158428 (use your Family Code and excursion name)
Confirmation/Receipt Number_____________________________ Date of Transfer _____________________

Credit card authority
Signed : …………………………………………………….
Credit Card Payments
Card Type:

Visa

Amex

Mastercard

Card Number

Expiry Date

Amount

Cardholder’s Name ____________________________________________________
Cardholder’s Signature _________________________________________________

Office Use Only
Family Name_____________________________________________

Family Code

PLEASE RETURN THIS PAGE TO THE OFFICE WITH PAYMENT
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